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DEPARTMENT OF WATER � PROBITY INVESTIGATION 
Statement by Minister for Water 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre � Minister for Water) [12.15 pm]: I rise to draw this house�s attention to the 
investigation of probity concerns by the Office of Public Sector Standards Commissioner into the Department of 
Water. 

Last year my office received an anonymous complaint regarding a staff member at the Department of Water. 
This complaint was immediately referred to both the Public Sector Commissioner and the Corruption and Crime 
Commission. The CCC referred the matter to the Office of the Public Sector Standards Commissioner, who has 
today released a report outlining the investigation and recommendations. Dr Ruth Shean, the Commissioner for 
Public Sector Standards, provided me with a briefing on the report, and I must say I found the report disturbing. 

As required under the Public Sector Management Act and public sector standards, the matter has now been 
referred to the Director General of the Department of Water. As my parliamentary colleagues would be aware, 
under the provisions of the act and public sector standards there is a requirement for confidentiality during all 
stages of the process, and as such I cannot comment on specific matters within the report. However, I have 
spoken to the director general and indicated that disciplinary proceedings must be instigated and completed 
expeditiously, and that the Public Sector Commissioner should be consulted regarding the process. I have every 
confidence that the director general will treat this matter with the seriousness that it requires. Under the act the 
director general has the power for disciplinary action depending on the outcome of the investigation; this action 
includes the removal of an individual if the director general has lost confidence in the ability of the individual to 
complete his or her duties.  

Again, I stress that I have confidence that the Director General of the Department of Water will act quickly and 
responsibly in relation to these allegations  
 


